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JIANG Hun - yan ,ZHU Qian

(r.ileralure i"~lilutl:, Jill"gx; Nonnlll Univenlity, Ji",,!?,; 330022, Chinll)

Abstract: Different time segments are h)Calerl in one day by the Yin people. Because of different timing

standards, appears 10 many and miscellaneous. This paper study the naming reference object by comparison and

analysis of the forty temporal in one Jay in inscriptions of yin. and concludes that the source of tempoml mainly

can be divided inlO lhree ealegories. According lo the change or the sun, the moon andlheirl ighl and shadow il

i!'l denominate. It i!'l alw named hy human hahitual activity, !'luch a!'l Great food, !'lnach. 'Inen it i!'l marked hy

only lool-drum,and expression in temporal as third drum, fifth drum.

Key words: inscriptions of yin; temporal; cate~ories;source
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